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their minds into full activity, and nature may be said to

have fallen short of her purposes.   As to how then are they

to attain the objects of their ambition, he gives much

excellent advice.    A statesman, he says, should marry

fairly young, and more or less at the beginning of his

career, as marriage is some protection at least against

irruptions of ill-timed passion, which will take his mind

away from his public  duties.    Since  ambition  is his

vocation, he should marry ambitiously, and if he be not

rich, should marry for money.    But not a wife who

idolizes him, for domestic flattery, he said, is the most

dangerous of all flatteries.    In the earlier stages of his

career, he should make many acquaintances, and some of

these should be of obscure and middle station, so that

he may escape the discredit of seeming only to court

the great.   Some of these humble people, moreover, will

probably rise in the world, and then he can easily, without

the imputation of interested motives, renew and improve

his   relations   with  them.     Potential   friendships   are,

therefore, to be preferred to wanton intimacies which

may easily become a burden as he rises in the world;

but if he finds himself entangled in closer alliances with

obscure and unserviceable men, he should occasionally

do to one of them a great and unexpected favour, which

will enable him to spare his trouble in other instances.

Another point which it is important to remember, he
expresses in the maxim, ' One who would thrive by
seeking favours from the great, should never trouble
them for small ones'; for a Minister, he says, can probably
make a man's fortune with as little trouble as it costs
him to write a note, and will measure the favour by the
trouble it has cost him, rather than by its intrinsic value.
It was important, moreover, to let people think they
deceive us since, as he puts it:

Men of the world, knowing that there are few things
so unpopular as penetration, take care to wear the
appearance of being imposed on.